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Statement from Palestine Ahliya University

As responsible academic leaders, we cannot stand idle while watching the Israeli war machine savage-
ly bombarding and flattening houses and entire city blocks, indiscriminately killing innocent civilians
living peacefully in their homes. The air strikes have also destroyed several mosques and universities.
Ambulances carrying the dead and injured were targeted and some were prevented from reaching
demolished areas. Moreover, a number of UN refugee agency workers and members of the Red Cres-
cent Society have been killed.

The Israeli war government gave orders to stop water supply, power, and fuel and prevented the
provision of humanitarian assistance from Egypt. In fact, they bombarded the Rafah crossing point.
Al-Shifa hospital officials have issued calls addressing the whole world to intervene to stop this bar-
baric genocide. It needs surgical equipment and medical supplies. The only power station there ran
out of fuel and shut down. Other hospital officials have received warnings that the hospitals will be
bombarded if they are not evacuated.

Hundreds of thousands of innocent families have been forced to leave their homes to find shelter
in UNRWA schools. Around 400,000 civilians have moved to the southern part of Gaza. The tragic
situation in Gaza is deteriorating fast as Israel is planning a ground invasion. As this brutal war is
breeding war crimes, according to the 4th Geneva Convention, we call upon all the political and aca-
demic leaders in the whole world to condemn this futile war and spare no effort to force Israel to put
an end to it. State-sponsored savage attacks against civilians in Gaza are war crimes, and the violent
armed attacks by the colonizers against the West Bank cities are no less criminal.

Finally, this war is also disrupting the educational life at universities and schools, which adds to the
educational loss that the Palestinian students faced during the COVID-19 pandemic. We, academic
conscientious leaders, urge the international governments and agencies to address the roots of the
Palestinian cause/problem instead of turning a blind eye to the long-lasting sufferings of the Pales-
tinian people. Peace is life, war is death.
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